Absolute detection thresholds for all experiments are given in Table A1 , broken down by age. Although there was a general trend for younger children to exhibit higher thresholds, in no cases were the differences between groups significant [all p > 0.05]. Furthermore, the group-differences in quiet thresholds were trivial in size compared to the differences in masking, which were typically an order of magnitude greater.
parentheses indicates the number of additional children who were excluded from all analyses based on the detection thresholds in quiet (> 20 dB HL; see General Methods for details). These individuals were not included in the calculation of group mean threshold, µ, or its standard deviation, σ.
Appendix B MATLAB code for weight estimation simulations
The listing below provides code in which decision weights are repeatedly estimated using multiple logistic regression, given a simulated observer with no response bias and a known weighting function. This allows estimates of decision weights to be assessed as a function of the paradigm (number of trials), stimulus (target level and standard deviation), and observer (weight function, internal noise magnitude). Note that the simulation is only a simplified approximation to the present experiment, and some aspects (e.g., the adaptive tracking algorithm) have been omitted for clarity. 
